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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tills or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 44 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Silber (5,859,917). 

With respect to Claim 48, Silber teaches positioning a main speaker unit (Figure 
6, 6A, 6B; #14) at least partially within a speaker housing (22), such that an outward 
facing surface of the main speaker unit (14) slidably engages an inward facing concave 
surface of the speaker housing (22); and pivoting the main speaker unit (14) with 
respect to the speaker housing (22), such that the main speaker unit (14) pivots about a 
pivot point that is not located within the speaker housing. 

With respect to Claim 48, Silber discloses wherein the pivot point is located on a 
speaker housing face plane (Figure 2, #14C) that Is defined by a perimeter flange 
portion (12) of the speaker housing (22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

2. Claims 45-47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Silber (5,859,917) in viewof Haase (6,101,262). 

With respect to Claims 45-47, Silber is relied upon for the reasons and 
disclosures set forth above. Silber fails to disclose positioning an auxiliary speaker unit 
within the speaker housing, such that the auxiliary speaker unit has a fixed orientation 
with respect to the speaker housing; and pivoting the auxiliary speaker unit about a 
pivot point. However, Haase discloses positioning an auxiliary speaker unit (Figure 6, 
#40) within the speaker housing (12), such that the auxiliary speaker unit (40) has a 
fixed orientation with respect to the speaker housing (12); and pivoting the auxiliary 
speaker unit (40) about a pivot point. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was to made to combine the apparatus of Silber with the structure of Hasse to 
allow sounds of the high and low frequency ranges to be directed In different directions 
so they can be reflected off of desired surfaces within a room to better equalize the 
frequency spectrum of the speaker output. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1-43 and 49-55 are allowable. The following is a statement of reasons for 
the indication of allowable subject matter: 

4. With respect to Claim 1-18. 31-39 and 49-55, the subject matter of this claim is 
allowable because the prior art fails to further teach the limitations describing the 
combination of a speaker support member attached to the speaker assembly and 
having an inward facing surface configured to slidably engage the outward facing 
convex surface of the housing interior curved track, wherein the speaker assembly and 
the speaker support member are pivotable around a pivot point that is fon/vard of the 
transducer element. 

5. With respect to Claim 19-30, the subject matter of this claim is allowable because 
the prior art fails to further teach the limitations describing the combination of a speaker 
support unit configured support a first speaker, the speaker support unit having an 
interior support member and an exterior support member, wherein the interior and 
exterior support members are separated by a gap; and a speaker housing having a 
pivot guide that is configured to be positioned in the gap between the speaker support 
unit interior and exterior support members, thereby allowing the speaker support unit to 
pivot relative to the speaker housing. 

6. With respect to Claim 40-43, the subject matter of this claim is allowable because 
the prior art fails to further teach the limitations describing the combination of a method 
of assembling a speaker assembly, the method comprising: mounting a speaker support 
member to a main speaker unit such that a gap exists between a inward facing 
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engagement surface of the speaker support member and an outward facing 
engagement surface of the main speaker unit, wherein the speaker support member 
supports a first speaker; positioning a speaker housing interior curved track portion of a 
speaker housing into at least a portion of the gap, such that an exterior side of the 
curved track portion engages the inward facing engagement surface, and an interior 
side of the curved track portion engages the outward facing engagement surface. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Pertinent arts of record relating to speaker assemblies are 
disclosed in the PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeremy Luks whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2707. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:30-6:00, and 
alternating Fridays 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 x33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned Is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomriation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jeremy Luks Art Unit 2837 

Patent Examiner ^ 
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